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The Waiting Girl explores the exterior and interior landscapes as they apply to identity, specifically

celebrating the Appalachian South and Cape Cod. The poems in this collection carry readers from

the cracked red earth of Georgia to the cobblestone streets of Nantucket. Through these bold

environments, Ganaway delves into the nuances of mania and melancholia, illuminating the

bittersweet nature of bipolar disorder, and raising awareness of this still largely misunderstood state

of being. The Waiting Girl You best believe I am fit as a dandelion, facing the day in a crown of gold,

my roots rough-hewn, knurled as a hand saw. And yet I wait, thrusting the frost, suckling the

minutes until you see me. You placed your faith in a cloud of seedlings, not expecting thisâ€” this

erect scattering like a thorned prayer, feckless, yours.
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I feel, in reading this collection that I had stepped into the most marvelous little museum, filled with

pastorals, seascapes, tender portraiture--it's all late nineteenth century in a way, Homer and

Sargeant and Cassapt perhaps, mixed too with a rural Southern Gothic landscape-- and where

every painting had been placed perfectly. Each one demands just enough but not too much of the

reader, and each piece is exquisite and powerful and pushes one to connect to our own deep

archetypal attachments.

Absolutely stunning; one of the best reads in years.
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